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Abstract
The impact of the academic library on education and research cannot be overemphasized. It
serves as a mainstay for all institutions of learning and research powerhouse for students and
faculty. This study investigated the extent of postgraduate history students’ library use and
research skills in state and federal universities in Nigeria. A total of 170 postgraduate history
students from state and federal universities were selected using a random sampling method to
ascertain the extent to which postgraduate history students use the library and research skills.
Data were collected using a structured questionnaire titled extent of postgraduate history
students’ library use and research skills questionnaire. The data were analyzed mean and
standard deviation and t-test at a probability level of 0.05. The data analysis showed a low extent
of library use by postgraduate history students. The study also found that there is no significant
difference in postgraduate history students’ extent of library use and research skills in state and
federal universities. It is suggested that introducing research skills training in the academic
program of postgraduate history students would positively affect the extent of library use.
Keywords: Library use, Postgraduate history students, Research skills
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Introduction
The impact of the academic library on education and research cannot be overemphasized.
It serves as a mainstay for all institutions of learning and houses both print and non-print
information resources (Tiemo & Ateboh, 2016). The library links the past and present and also
shapes society's future by preserving several records on human culture and changes (Fajonyomi
et al., 2021). Okon and Lawal (2012) showed that scholarly articles which are not freely
available could be accessed through the library. Library use is measured through the level of
importance the students/users place on the library. The components of library use include library
resources, frequency, and purpose (Fajonyomi et al., 2021). The users of the university library
include postgraduate students. They are seen as senior students by the undergraduate students
since they have passed the undergraduate stage. Postgraduate study demands that a lot of
independent studies would be carried out by the students. Libraries are to build a better and
stronger source of information both in print and digital format to cater to students' academic and
knowledge needs (Olofinsawe & Oyeniyi, 2010). The library is thus an indispensable resource to
postgraduate students to achieve their educational goals.
The Department of History covers a wide spectrum of national, regional and international
history (University of Birmingham, 2021). Graduate students pursuing a postgraduate diploma,
master's degree, or Ph.D. in history are postgraduate history students. The Postgraduate History
program allows students to investigate a wide range of historical methods, from intellectual,
political, and economic history to social, cultural, and emotional history, and beyond, across a
wide range of chronologies and geographies. Teaching modules plus a research dissertation
make up the program format. Workshops, seminars, and one-on-one supervision are all part of
the program's instruction (University of Bristol, 2021). The History Department is a research-
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oriented department where postgraduate students can work alongside academics who are
recognized as specialists in their subjects (University of Aberdeen, 2021). Over the years, there
has been a change in obtaining information from print to digital, and this has affected the use of
the library as a source for research information. This is due to the fact that more research articles
can be found easily over the internet than in academic libraries. However, academic libraries
have incorporated e-resources in their services; there is still a reduction in the use of library
resources by postgraduate students. Presently, research studies on the extent of library use and
research skills are scarce, thus, necessitating the current research which aims to ascertain the
extent of postgraduate history students' library use and research skills.
Research Objectives
In terms of general research objective, this research centered on the extent of postgraduate
history students' library use and research skills. The specific goals of this research were to
investigate the:
1. Extent of postgraduate history students library use and research skills
2. Extent of postgraduate history students library use and research skills differ in state and
federal universities?
Research Questions
RQ1: What is the extent of postgraduate history students’ library use and research skills?
RQ2: To what extent do postgraduate history students' library use and research skills differ in
state and federal universities?
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Research Hypothesis
H01:

There is no significant difference on postgraduate history students’ library use and

research skills in state and federal universities?
Research Method
This research used a descriptive survey research design method. The research population
comprised of all history postgraduate history students registered for the 2019/2020 academic
session at the state and federal universities located in southeast Nigeria for master's and doctorate
degrees in history and international studies. A total of 170 postgraduate history students from
state and federal universities were selected using a random sampling method to ascertain the
extent to which postgraduate history students use the library and research skills. The participants
completed a consent form to be part of this study. The instrument for this study was a structured
questionnaire titled extent of postgraduate history students’ library use and research skills
questionnaire (EPHSLURS). The 25-item questionnaire was structured to explore the extent of
library use and research skills of the participants (with a 4-point Likert scale ranging from
strongly agree to strongly disagree). To ascertain the validity of the research instrument, three
lecturers

from

the

University

of

Nigeria,

Kenneth

Dike

library,

and

Nnamdi

Azikiwe University examined the instrument. A trial test was carried out on 20 postgraduate
students at the University of Nigeria who are similar to the respondents in the study but not part
of the study to ascertain the reliability of the questionnaire (reliability index was 0.84 Cronbach’s
alpha). The data were analyzed mean, standard deviation and t-test analysis at a probability level
of 0.05.
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Results and Discussion
RQ1: what is the extent of postgraduate history students’ library use and research skills?
Table 1: Mean and standard deviation on the extent of postgraduate history students’ library use
and research skills

N

Mean

Std. Deviation

Std. Error of

Skewness

Kurtosis

1.176

-.018

Mean
170

15.64

2.10

.162

N=number of participants
The results in Table 1 show that the overall mean ratings of postgraduate history students on
library use and research skills was 15.64, with a standard deviation of 2.10. This mean response
shows a low extent of postgraduate history students’ library use and research skills.
RQ2: To what extent do postgraduate history students’ library use and research skills differ in
state and federal universities?
Table 2: Mean and standard deviation on extent postgraduate history students’ library use and
research skills differ in state and federal universities
Institution
EPHSLURS

Federal
State

N

Mean

Std. Deviation

Std. Error Mean

108

15.62

2.06

.198

62

15.66

2.20

.280

EPHSLURS =extent of postgraduate history students’ library use and research skills
questionnaire

The results in Table 2 show that the overall mean rating of postgraduate history students on
library use and research skills was 15.62 with a standard deviation of 2.06 for those in federal
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universities, while those in state universities obtained a mean rating of 15.66 with a standard
deviation of 2.20. The mean ratings show a similarity in the extent of postgraduate history
students’ library use and research skills in state and federal universities.
H01:

There is no significant difference in postgraduate history students’ library use and

research skills in state and federal universities.
Table 3: t-test statistics on significant difference in postgraduate history students’ library use and
research skills in state and federal universities.
t

EPHSLURS

-.101

df

Sig. (2-tailed)

168

Mean
Difference

.920

-.03399

Std. Error
Difference
.33707

95% CI

-.69943, .63145

The results of t-test statistics shown in Table 3 indicated a non-significant difference on
postgraduate history students’ library use and research skills in state and federal universities,
t(168)=-.101, p=.920. Therefore, the null hypothesis that there is no significant difference
between the extent of library use and research skills of postgraduate history students in state and
federal universities was not rejected.
The research objective of this study was to investigate the extent of postgraduate history
students' library use and research skills. This study revealed that postgraduate history students
used the library to a low extent. The study also found that there is no significant difference in
postgraduate history students’ extent of library use and research skills in state and federal
universities. Abubakar and Adetimirin's (2016) research observed the low extent to which
postgraduate students utilize e-resources in the library. However, Onuoha et al. (2013) indicated
that most postgraduate students use library services to a large and moderate extent. Onifade et al.
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(2013) showed that many postgraduate students occasionally visited the library. Juznic and
Urbanija's (2003) study found a positive influence of research skills on information gathering. In
their study, researchers such as Odede (2018) and Fajonyomi et al. (2021) revealed that
information literacy skills significantly influenced the use of library resources by postgraduate
students. Abubakar and Adetimirin (2016) also showed a positive effect of library user education
on postgraduate library e-resources use. There are limitations in this research despite our
research findings; these include the use of only federal and state universities in the southeast
region and the small scale of research participants. This research is the first study to investigate
the extent of history postgraduate students' library use and research skills. There is a need to
introduce adequate research skills training in the academic program of postgraduate history
students.
Conclusion
The extent of postgraduate history students' library use and research skill was low. The
study also found that there is no significant difference in postgraduate history students’ extent of
library use and research skills in state and federal universities. There is a need to introduce
adequate research skills training in the academic program of postgraduate history students.
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